Background and Objectives

Severe earthquakes have caused massive casualties
and economic losses. The lessons learned from these
disasters, however, have led to a significant evolution
of earthquake engineering. For example, the 1994
Northridge and the 1995 Kobe earthquakes directly
initiated and promoted performance based earthquake
engineering. Various research topics have emerged in
the wake of recent earthquakes, such as the 2008
Wenchuan earthquake, the 2010 Haiti earthquake,
Chile earthquake, and the 2011 Japan Tohoku
earthquake. These topics include societal resilience,
multi-hazard threat mitigation, life-cycle design, and so
on. As a result, earthquake engineering is on the
threshold transformative advances that will lead to
unprecedented levels of performance of modern
structures. To support these advances, researchers
need to be educated in a multi-disciplinary setting that
provides a much wider perspective. Considering this
necessity, the two Foundations are initiating an
international forum to provide the young researchers a
platform where information can be freely exchanged,
knowledge advanced, and collaboration started. The
Forum is named after Professor LIU Huixian, the
founder of earthquake engineering in China, in honor of
his extraordinary contribution to the development of

earthquake engineering.
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